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MANAGEMENT

 SCIENCES

  EDUCATION  HUMANITIES  NATURAL
& APPLIED
SCIENCES

2014
Opened its doors to 124 students

CHANGING LIVES AND ENABLING BRIGHTER FUTURES

LEADERSHIP
Chancellor:                                        	 Mr Thebe Ikalafeng
Council Chairperson:                       	 Prof Randall Carolissen
Vice-Chancellor & 			   Prof Debra Meyer 
Principal:          	  
Deputy Vice-Chancellor:       		  Prof José Frantz             
Research, Innovation &  
Postgraduate Studies             	
Deputy Vice-Chancellor:                   	 Prof Paul Green
Teaching & Learning
University Registrar:                       	 Dr Jody Cedras
Chief Operating Officer: 		  Dr David Kanguwe
Chief Financial Officer: 		  Ms Annalene Marais
Student Representative Council: 	 Mr Gershwin van Niekerk

VISION
A university critically engaged in learning, research, and 
development – while enhancing democratic practice and social 
justice in society.

MISSION
As an institution of higher learning, SPU is uniquely positioned to:
• graduate citizens competent and capable of realising the  
   aspirations of society;
• produce new knowledge impacting on key challenges of the region;
• engage critically with communities of discourse and communities 
   of people in order to search out pathways to equitable  
   development.

STAFF PROFILE

CURRENT STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

7183
Female Male64% 36%

CLASS OF 2024
Undergraduate:

Postgraduate:

Total:

310
Male

361
Female

ALUMNI

4000
NICHE AREAS: 

Future Programmes: Health Sciences, Early Childhood Development

CENTRES

HIGHLIGHTS 2026

FACULTIES

193

1050

1243

671

Prof Russel 
Viljoen

Prof Boitumelo 
Diale

Prof Pierre 
Joubert

Prof Martin 
Ntwaeaborwa

Dr Crispen Chinguno 		  NRF Rating: C3, 2020
Prof Amasa Ndofirepi 		  NRF Rating: C3, 2020
Prof Martin Ntwaeaborwa 		  NRF Rating: B3, 2021
Dr Silas Verkijika 			   NRF Rating: Y1, 2021
Prof Mohamed Ahmed 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2022
Prof Nhamo Chaukura 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2022
Prof Dipane Hlalele 			  NRF Rating: C2, 2022
Prof Godfrey Maringira 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2022
Dr Obed Shirinda 			   NRF Rating: C2, 2022
Prof Boitumelo Diale 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2023
Dr Rodrigue Massoukou 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2023
Dr Osayuwamen Omoruyi 		  NRF Rating: Y2, 2023
Prof Jesmael Mataga 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2024
Dr Oluwalana-Sanusi Abimbola 	 NRF Rating: Y2, 2025
Dr Simbarashe Jombo 		  NRF Rating: Y2, 2025
Prof Anathi Magadlela 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2025
Dr Brian Mazorodze 		  NRF Rating: Y2, 2025
Dr Michael Olusanya 		  NRF Rating: C2, 2025

NATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
RATED RESEARCHER

Architecture Awards: Central 
Auditorium (World 
Architecture Festival, 2022), 
Library Building (International 
Architecture Awards, 2019)

Ranked Top 10 Coolest University

COOLEST UNIVERSITY
2023

TOP 10
INTERESTING FACTS

DEANS

Highest throughput rate for 
students in quintile 1 to 3

*Information as at January 2026

Over

12% 42% 19% 27%

Data Science Heritage Studies Desert Studies GeologyTeacher Education Entrepreneurship Water Research

L L

Centre for 
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Centre for the 
ADVANCEMENT OF RURAL AND 
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION RESEARCH

L


